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TWO UM STUDENTS FROM MISSOULA 
TO RESEARCH NOVELISTS
MISSOULA—
Ihe politics of English novelist Charles Dickens and the life of Great 
Plains Indian historian Mari Sandoz will be the topics of papers to be written 
by two University of Montana students, Curtis Walters and Shereeliz Caldwell, 
who have won $1,000 Watkins Scholarships for their projects.
Both halters and Caldwell are from Missoula and are seniors in English 
at UM. They are among 35 UM students who have received Watkins scholarships 
to write senior honors papers in the humanities, social sciences or sciences.
Caldwell, who also majors in journalism and specializes in creative 
writing, will write a series of three articles on the life and writings of 
Mari Sandoz, who wrote novels and histories about Great Plains Indians and 
immigrant settlers. Sandoz' books include "Crazy Horse," "Cheyenne Autumn," 
"The Cattlemen" and "Old Jules."
According to Caldwell, little is known about Sandoz' life except through 
her writing. She said that a biography of the prolific author is needed and 
might help to have more of Sandoz' literature used as texts in Western history 
and writing courses in high schools and colleges.
Caldwell explained that Sandoz' writings are important for their authentic: 
and point of view from her firsthand experiences and personal interviews with 
the people who made the history of the Great Plains where Sandoz lived from 
1896-1966.
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